
by, as you can see from the 
photo opposite. The em-
phasis on martyrdom and 
early foundations, was 
complemented by our visit 
to Assisi, a place of such 
peace which witnessed the 
holiness of St Francis and 
St Clare. The world today 
needs both of these things: 
heroic witness to the Truth 
of Christ, and the peace 
which the world cannot 
give. I hope our prayers, 
made in these holy places, 
will contribute to bring 
this about.  

Next Sunday we welcome 
His Grace the Archbishop. 
I do appeal to all parishion-
ers to take a full part in the 
Visitation.  

Please ensure that you re-
member the Holy Day on 
Wednesday, and All Souls 
Day on Thursday, and re-
member to add names to 
the November List. 

As you know, a number of 
us were on pilgrimage in 
Rome and Assisi this week. 
It has been a marvellous 
week to celebrate our 
Catholic Faith, by going to 
the places which first saw 
the blossoming of the 
Catholic Church. Rome is 
a city of martyrdom—not 
only the two princes of the 
apostles, Ss Peter and Paul, 
but also the countless hun-

dreds of ordinary people 
who gave their lives in 
extraordinary feats of her-
oism before the brutality of 
the pagan state. Our visits 
to the four great Papal ba-
silicas, as well as to the 
catacombs, were crowned 
by visiting the living St 
Peter, our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis. Our group 
got up very close to see the 
Holy Father as he passed 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Winifred 

d.660 
St Winifred was the daugh-
ter of a wealthy resident of 
Tegeingl in Flintshire, 
North Wales, and the sis-
ter of St Beuno. A legend 
surrounds the restoration 
of her head by St Beuno 
after she was beheaded by a 
local noble called Caradog. 
We do know that she be-
came the Abbess of a dou-

ble monastery (of monks 
and nuns) at Gwytherin in 
Denbighshire. The well at 
Holywell marks the spot 
where her head fell. A 
spring came up there, 
which is still preserved. It 
is remarkable that the 
shrine survived the Refor-
mation and is still a popu-
lar shrine today. Over the 
centuries many cures have 
been attributed to her. 
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Photo by Joseph Daniels taken at the public Audience on  Wednesday 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 28th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thomas & Christine Twomey 

Sunday 29th    
Thirtieth Sunday  

9.00am    Holy Mass  Int Andrew & Lorraine Connell 
(25th Wedding Anniversary) 

of the Year  11.00am   Holy Mass  John & Elizabeth Adams 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Fr David Mellor 

Monday 30th 9.15am    Holy Mass Special Intention 

Feria  6.00pm   Holy Mass Katherine Kostach 

Tuesday 31st 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    6.00pm Vigil Mass of All Saints Private Intention 

Wednesday 1st  9.30am   Holy Mass Sylvia Sutton (SVP) 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 11.00am    Holy Mass November List 

Holy day of     2.15pm  Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Obligation  6.30pm   Holy Mass Michael Pender (SVP) 

Thursday 2nd  9.30am   Holy Mass November List 

All Souls’ Day   12noon  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

 6.00pm    Holy Mass Intention of Pope 

Friday 3rd   9.30am  Holy Mass Sheila Barron 

St Martin de Porres     
First Friday 

 

 

  6.00pm Holy Mass November List 

Saturday 4th 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Michael Boggins 

Sunday 5th                9.00am    Holy Mass  John Biggane 

Thirty-First   11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael Barker 

Year    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

St Charles Borromeo  3.00pm   Blessing of Graves Tunstall Cemetery 

Sunday of the  3.00pm    Blessing of Graves Biddulph Cemetery 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
You will have read about the inten-
tion to organise a welcome ministry 
group at St John’s. Well, the time has 
come for action! We will be having a 
meeting on Wednesday 8th Novem-
ber at 7.30pm in St John’s to look at 
beginning this ministry in our 
Church. It’s all about making our 
church a more welcoming a caring 
place. If you feel called to be part of 
this important work, please come to 
the meeting, and let Brenda 
McGough or Fr Julian know. 

Parish Mission Please pray for the 
Mission which will be taking place at 
St Joseph’s, led by the Franciscans of 
the Renewal, 19th to 24th May 2018. 
Fr Bernard Murphy and the Francis-

RENOVATION 
Getting ready for Alpha The time 
has come around already! Our new 
Alpha will begin on Saturday 4th No-
vember at 9am. It will run through 
Christmas to the 6th January. Maybe 
this is the time for you to do Alpha? 
All of us need to have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus. Do you have that 
yet? It could be the time for you to 
do Alpha. But Alpha is also for those 
who have fallen away from the Faith 
or for whom Faith has meant little. 
Do you know someone who needs 
Alpha? Pray for that person, and then 
invite them. Why not come along 
with them too? Alpha is a relaxed 
environment, and great fun, so don’t 
be afraid to take the plunge. 

November List of the Dead Once 
again this year we will have the No-
vember List of the Dead in each of 
our churches. To take part in this 
great act of charity, to pray for the 
dead, please do the following things: 
First of all take a piece of paper (we 
provide specially printed purple pa-
pers for this purpose). Then take 
some time to sit and write down the 
names of loved ones, and people you 
have known, who have died. As you 
write their names, pray for them. 
Praying for them as you write is so 
much better a way to remember 
them than by simply writing 
‘Deceased members of our family’. It 
means you are making your own 
prayer part of what is then offered in 
the Mass. Then put the paper into 
one of the November List envelopes 
provided. Please also put in their 
your offering, which goes to provide 
stipends for the Masses which will be 
offered each of the 30 days of the 
month of November in our churches 
(called a Gregorian Mass). It will also 
provide Masses for the souls of our 
loved ones throughout the year. Place 
your envelope in the box in any of 
our four churches. If you wish to 
have individual Masses celebrated for 
the people you are remembering, 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 
Biddulph & Packmoor Autumn 
Fayre  We are appealing for dona-
tions towards the cash prize and oth-
er raffle prizes and we are in need of 
to volunteers to help in the kitchen. 
Also, please ensure you have  some 
Grand Prize Draw tickets to sell. The 
draw will be at the Fayre. 

Next Saturday and Sunday we 
will be welcoming His Grace 
the Archbishop, who is coming 
on Visitation. The Archbishop will 
preside and preach at each Mass, and 
will want to meet parishioners after 
Mass. Please do try to come to the 
Masses in our churches next week so 
as to be able to be part of the Visita-
tion and to see the Archbishop.  

In addition to our Masses, which will 
be at the normal times, all parish-
ioners are invited to come and 
meet the Archbishop face to 
face. We will have afternoon tea at 
4pm on Sunday 5th November at St 
John’s Kidsgrove, followed by Bene-
diction in the Church at 5pm. It is 
most important that everyone who is 
part of a ministry or group in our 
parishes comes along, but it is not 
limited. Everyone is invited. Tea and 
coffee will be provided, but please 
bring cakes and biscuits! 

V ISITATION 

can Sisters from Leeds will lead this. 
The Mission starts on Pentecost Sun-
day. We will keep the novena of the 
Holy Spirit for the nine days between 
Ascension and Pentecost, to pray for 
the Mission. 

Prayers Please continue to pray for 
the intention of our parishes’ Reno-
vation:  

For the Visitation and its help in af-
firming our communities in faith. 

For the Alpha beginning next Satur-
day.  

For the inspiration from the recent 
Divine Renovation conference to be 
carried into action. 

For setting up welcome ministry. 

then please use the normal parish 
Mass offering envelopes and not the 
November List envelopes. 

Month of the Rosary Before the 
Masses this Sunday we pray the Glo-
rious Mysteries. That concludes our 
Rosaries for the Month of the Rosary. 
Thanks to all who led the prayers. 

Church Cleaning at St John’s 
We are looking for volunteers to help 
with the church cleaning at St John’s, 
even if you can only do one hour a 
week once a month. More infor-
mation from Clare Leech on 772160. 

Blessing of Graves  The blessing of 
graves at Tunstall cemetery this year 
will be on Saturday 11th November 
at 3pm, and at Biddulph cemetery on 
Sunday 12th November at 3pm. You 
are especially invited if you have fam-
ily buried in these cemeteries. 

Friendship Club The next Friend-
ship Club for older people is on 
Tuesday 31st October, 2pm to 
3.30pm. The cost per session is £2.  
If you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. The 
You will also be able to get your 
Christmas Party tickets, price £4. 



Entrance Antiphon: Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his 
strength; constantly seek his face. 
Psalm Response: I love you, Lord, my strength. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Open 
our heart, O Lord, to accept the words of 
your Son. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Time IV 
Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: We will ring out our joy 
at your saving help and exult in the name of 
our God. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£299.00, Non Gift Aid £163.83. 
Total £462.83. APF Missions 
£61.59. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £204.50, Non 
Gift Aid £116.24. Total £320.74. 
APF Missions £52.30. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £189.50, Non 
Gift Aid £149.93. Total £339.43. 
APF Missions £33.83. 

Second Collections: Next Week 
The collection will be for the Johnson 
Association.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.77 Michael Twomey; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.26 T Giannasi; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.164 M Cook. Monthly draw: 1st 
Prize £75, No.163 M Cook; 2nd 
Prize £50, No.3 B Cunningham; 3rd 
Prize £25, No.45 D Bailey. Remind-
er monthly subs are due next week. 

St John’s Autumn Raffle Tickets 
for the Autumn Raffle are on sale this 
week.  

APF Red Boxes Could the Gold-
enhill Parishioners bring their Red 
Boxes to church during October so 
that they can be counted? Please hand 
to Paul Pender. Thank you. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 22:34-40   

Jesus came not to abolish the Old Testament law but to fulfil it. And in to-
day’s Gospel, He reveals that love – of God and of neighbour – is the fulfil-
ment of the whole of the law. Devout Israelites were to keep all 613 com-
mands found in the Bible’s first five books. Jesus says today that all these, 
and all the teachings of the prophets, can be summarized by two verses of 
this law. He seems to summarize the two stone tablets on which God was 
said to have engraved the Ten Commandments. The first tablet set out three 
laws concerning the love of God – such as the command not to take His 
name in vain; the second contained seven commands regarding love of 
neighbour, such as those against stealing and adultery. Love is the hinge that 
binds the two tablets of the law. For we can’t love God, whom we can’t see, 
if we don’t love our neighbour, whom we can. But this love we are called to 
is far more than affection or warm sentiment. We must give ourselves total-
ly to God – loving with our whole beings, with all our heart, soul and mind. 
Our love for our neighbour must express itself in concrete actions. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  

The next Parish Priest’s surgery 
hour, when Fr Julian can be seen for 
any arrangements or enquiries, is on 
Monday at 7pm at St Joseph’s Pres-
bytery. Please telephone the parish 
office on the day if you wish to con-
firm that the Surgery hour is on any 
particular Monday. 

PARISH REGISTERS Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St John’s: Steven Walker; Blood & Welsh 
Families; Paul & Janet Johnson 
St Joseph’s: Gladys Summerfield 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 796 THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Our Lady of Grace Partnership Safeguarding Team 

Each of our churches has a dedicated safeguarding representative, though all of our reps 
meet and work together alongside the Parish Priest. If you have a concern about the 
welfare or safety of a child or vulnerable adult during a parish event or activity, please 
contact one of the safeguarding reps, or alternatively contact the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Office on cpo@rc-birmingham.org or call 0121 230 6240. Our reps for each church 
are: 
English Martyrs: Mary Lomas  St John’s: Brenda McGough 
St Joseph’s: Suzanne Meakin  St Patrick’s: Peter Whitehouse 
Their contact details are available on the noticeboard. If you are ever concerned for the 
immediate safety of a child or vulnerable adult please call the police. 

Marriage 

Congratulations to Johnathan and 
Carly Dutton (née Andruskevicius) 
whose marriage was convalidated and 
blessed at St Joseph’s on Saturday. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Marie Twomey. Requiem 
Mass to pray for the repose of her 
soul will be offered at St John’s on 
Monday 6th November at 10.15am 
followed by committal at Burslem 
cemetery. Her body will be received 
into Church on Sunday 5th at 
5.30pm. 

Also for the soul of Constance Foden. 
Requiem Mass will be offered for the 
repose of her soul on Thursday 9th 
November at 12noon at St Joseph’s, 
followed by interment at Tunstall-
cemetery. 

 Requiescant in Pace 


